THE   PANAMA    CANAL

There the interesting part of the voyage begins, and your ship
starts upon its skyward career. By the way, I should like to give
all prospective travellers fair warning that unless they watch the
performance most carefully they will miss the whole thing. For
all the operations necessary to drag a vessel into the locks and
lift it some forty feet up in the air are performed with such skill

CROSS-SECTION OF TEE PANAMA CANAL

and ease that you will find yourself peacefully sailing across
Gatun Lake while you arc still waiting for the show to begin.

Take first of all this matter of going up in your watery lift.
Little electric cars, running on rails parallel with the Canal itself,
have quietly pulled the ship into the first lock. At once invisible
hands have closed the gates behind you, and your vessel begins
its upwajd course. This experience is repeated twice more, and
before you realize how the thing is done you are on the top floor,
eighty-five feet above sea-level.

When I passed through the Canal we were very fortunate in
having a perfect day. I can, however, imagine what it must look